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Texas Disproportionality & Disparities 

Advisory Council
u CHAIR:Tisha Armstead, Port Arthur

u Dannie Archie, Waco 

u Julie Bourne, Houston

u Pervis Evans, Midland

u Ebony L. Hall, Arlington 

u Pastor David Haynes, Lubbock

u Doris Hodges, Bastrop

u Pastor Ray Hendricks, Austin

u JoAnn Minnfee , San Antonio

u Violet Russell -Edwards, Corpus Christi

u Rev. Carolyne Redic, El Paso

u Sister Mama Sonya, Houston

u Minister Mary Woodson, Allen 



Our Journey
u Deaths in the Houston area

u Involvement of Community Leaders

u Legislation to Address Racial Factors

u Development of Community Advisory Committees

u Beginning work with CPS (2005-2011)

u Undoing Racism

u Knowing Who You Are

u Quarterly Chair Meetings in Austin

u Meeting with TDFPS Commissioner

u Creation of CPS Dispro Specialists

u Establishment of the Center

u Expansion of the work to other systems

u Transition of the Specialists/Chairs in same role

u Meetings with HHSC Commissioner

u Meetings with The Center



The Integral Role of H.O.P.E.
u Initial Model of Community Engagement

u Serving families in the community (credit counseling, career centers, home 

ownership)

u CPS & Hope Partnership

u Migrant Parent Committee & Hope Partnership

u Multiple partnerships with systems and community

Tween Fun Night

Parenting Classes



Texas Advisory Council
uFormed in 2013 to ensure the 

community voice was at the 
forefront of the work to 
eliminate disproportionality and 
disparities in the State of Texas.

uConsists of several of the 
Advisory Committee Chairs and 
Co-Chairs in addition to 
prominent community leaders 
and stakeholders.



Mission & Objectives

u To advocate, collaborate, and educate systems and communities to eliminate

disproportionality and disparities in order to achieve equities for all children,

youth and families in the State of Texas.

u Identify stakeholders who must be involved in eliminating disproportionality and 

disparity. 

u Use data driven strategies to identify regional and statewide improvements needed to 

enhance outcomes for children, families, and underserved citizens throughout the state.

u Use data driven strategies to identify regional and statewide improvements needed to 

enhance outcomes for children, youth, families, and underserved citizens throughout 

the state.

u Utilize relevant data as a resource to increase awareness of disproportionality and 

disparities as they exist within systems throughout the state.



Partnership with The Center
uPast, Present, & Future

u Joyce James

u Sheila Craig

u Jon Olson

u Equity Specialists

u CPS State Dispro Mgr



The 

Texas 

Model



Data Driven Strategies
uH.O.P.E.õs data on Jefferson County

uEquity Survey to system leaders

uReviewing CPS data & trainings

uReviewing Police data & trainings

uNational Recognition for Data Strategies

National Teen Leadership 

Conference from Texas use 

data



Development 

of Leaders
Å Advocacy Efforts

Å Communication

Å Passion

Mama SonyaEbony HallTisha Armstead
Mary Woodson

Violet Russell -

Edwards 

College Internship Summer Internship

Partnership with 

Port Arthur 

African society 


